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Name: Molly Cornell

Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text: Fun Home

Character Name: Alison

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existance in this environment ?

Her goals, and the quest to find resolve, acceptance, and closure in her father's death. 

2. Gender? Female

3. Age? Early 40s

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

The playwright gives no clues as to how Alison moves and looks like. Since she is a real
person, I think we can look to her, but not necessarily stay wed to reality since this 
a fictionalized account. My perceptions are very similar to my aunt Betsy; medium height,
medium build, short hair. Sure but still unsure of herself. Small Alison finds solace in 
the "butch" woman that enters the diner, so I would lean toward that physicality. 
5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

Never explicitly mentioned, but the real Alison Bechdel is white. 

6. Tempermant? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

I'm not sure if Alison would be a fidgety person. I think her younger self was, 
but maybe not her current self. I think reminants of that self still occur, with some pencil 
tapping. I think she's a lot more comfortable in her body than before. We don't see her 
interact with anyone but her father, and that's only in a memory form, but Alison is a kind, 
loving, caring, person. She loves her family and her friends, and is just looking for clarity.
7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

Being gay isn't a hereditary trait. We don't know anything else about her family history. 
Alison has had to deal with her father's death for over 20 years. The toll this has taken on her,
not knowing if it was her fault or not, has certainly affected her mental health. I would guess she has 
dealt with bouts of depression through her adult life. Her physical health is never mentioned, and honestly 
isn't super important in Fun Home. Her mental health and searchin for that closure is much more important.
8. Social & Economic Status? 

Alison is a cartoonist, and since no other job is mentioned, she probably does okay. 
She's not rich, but can afford to pay her rent. Middle class. She's an activist and member in 
the LGBT community, and has been before it was accepted in "normal" culture, so she 
might be excluded in some circles, but finds solace in the LGBT community. 
9. Environment & Geographic Location?

Alison grew up in Pennslyvanna and went to college in Ohio, but we don't know 
anything about where she currently is. She is living through her memories at her drawing
desk. We can assume this is in her studio, which is probably in her house. 
10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

We have very little textual clues to present day Alison's time in history, other 
than her age. I would instinctively place this in fall, in probably the afternoon. 

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

This Alison lives in present day, which in the play is about 2006-2013. We need to decide as a group what year
 Alison lives in. The significance of present day is that she is writing about her childhood, but there isn't 
really a historical significance. 
12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

Yes, there is definitely a change that happens within this character. How much 
closure she actually gets from living through her memories is uncertain, but I 
think she definitely gets some. 



Character Analysis: FUN HOME

2

Name: Molly Cornell

Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text: Fun Home

Character Name: Small Alison

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existence in this environment ?

Small Alison lives with her family, so going to school, being a part of her family, 
and enjoying her childhood motivates her stay. 
2. Gender? Female

3. Age? Around 9.

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

Nothing specifically mentioned by the playwright, but I see Small Alison as 
lanky, kind of like a puppy, and not fully comfortable in her body. 
5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

White. 

6. Temperament? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

Energetic, eager for approval but still fiercely independent, Excited to be alive,
not fidgety. 

7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

At this point, she's just a healthy young girl. I can imagine there is a little cognitive 
dissonance about how she's starting to feel in her soul and what her father is 
making her to be. 
8. Social & Economic Status? 

The Bechdel family is not necessarily struggling, but aren't well off. They are 
making it work. 

9. Environment & Geographic Location?

She lives in an old Victorian home that is decorated to look period, in Pennsylvania.

10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

We see Small Alison at various points of her young life, and there isn't a set time.
Some scenes are during the day, some are at night, some are in the morning. 

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

Small Alison lives during the late 60s, early 70s. This isn't historically significant, but significant to Alison,
since this is the time she is choosing to revisit. 

12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

Not really. She remains pretty much the same. Her life isn't affected by the events that 
will happen later in her life. 
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Name:
Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text:

Character Name: Medium Alison/Half of The Susan Deys

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existance in this environment ?

She is on a quest to discover herself in the new college environment. She 
wants to make her dad and mom proud, but mostly her dad. 
2. Gender? Female

3. Age? 18 or 19, first year of college

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

Not specified. I imagine a lankier version of Small Alison, probably finally with
shorter hair. 
5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

White

6. Tempermant? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

To reflect her emerging as her new self, I imagine Medium Alison to be a little more
fidgety, constantly moving her hands, pulling on her clothes and touching her hair. She's nervous
but excited. Kind and gentle. 
7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

I don't think her mental health would be at any state of instability yet. She is scared
to tell her family about being a lesbian, but isn't depressed. She's otherwise healthy.

8. Social & Economic Status? 

Middle of the road. Not well off, but is obviously at a private college so not
financially insecure. We don't know anything about what it took to get her to 
college. She's unsure about she fits in at Oberlin, but finds the Gay Union 
at school and it becomes her sancuary. 
9. Environment & Geographic Location?

We see her mostly in her dorm room or visiting home. She goes to Oberlin 
College in Ohio, and visits home in Pensylvania. 

10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

When we first meet Medium Alison, it's fall, beginning her freshman year. 
Time of day varies. 

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

Medium Alison is heading to school in the late 70s. Not historically significant,
but this is the year she comes out, and when her father commits suicide. 

12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

Yes, and yes. To this character, she gets a girlfriend, finds out her father is gay, and then her 
father commits suicide. Someone can't be the same after that. Within her, she accepts herself as a lesbian,
and then has to reconcile that her father killed himself four months after she came out to him. Correlation 
does not mean causation, but she will never have that closure to say otherwise. 

Notes about Medium Alison also playing Susan Dey: Medium Alison is trying to accept her
new reality, and also is trying to convince herself in the world of turmoil that everything is going
to be alright. Playing Susan Dey as well alludes to this. 
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Name:
Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text:

Character Name: Bruce Bechdel

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existance in this environment ?

That's a loaded question. He's constantly at war with himself internally, and 
at war with his family, externally. Pouring himself into the house and into the Fun Home
keep him grounded in a world of uncertainity. His relationships with the young men in 
his life, unfortunately, also ground him. I don't know how much his family sustains him.
2. Gender? Male

3. Age? Late 30s to 40s

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

Holds himself in high regard, believes he still looks good for his age. I imagine he is
fit, lanky, and considers himself good looking. 
5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

White

6. Tempermant? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

Confident, slightly arrogant, independent, easily angered, closed off

7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

Physically, Bruce is fit, and in good shape. Mental health is a different story.
He has been closeted for a long time, and only escapes in teenage boys and former
students. He is probably severely depressed, and has never gotten help. 
8. Social & Economic Status? 

He's accepted by society, but as time goes on, more and more people are 
wary of his cheating with boys. He's not rich, but it doesn't sound like they are 
poor. 
9. Environment & Geographic Location?

Spends his time teaching, fixing up his house, and at the Fun Home. He does 
not leave Pennsylvania. 

10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

Varied.

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

Time period varies. The historical significance might be since this is the beginning 
of the LGBT movement (stonewall riots happening in 1969). However, we see Bruce
through the eyes of Alison, so the significance of her memories are more pertinant. 
12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

Yes. Finding out his daughter is also gay, but not ashamed of it like he is, was probably 
vey shocking. That's a pretty great change. Within Bruce, he has been battling with
who he is for a very long time, and the culmination happened four months 
after Alison came out, and one week after Helen wanted a divorce. Correlation
does not equal causation, but I think in Bruce's mind, his life was no longer in control.
He wanted control so badly, and when it was gone, he couldn't take it anymore.
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Name:
Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text:

Character Name: Helen Bechdel

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existance in this environment ?

Keeping her family together is most definitely the biggest motivator. She would
not have put up with Bruce for as long as she did if she wasn't terrified 
of what that would do to her family. Helen is a very strong and tragic woman.
2. Gender? Female

3. Age? Late 30s to 40s.

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

Nothing specific, but I imagine her as pretty but weathered, very slender

5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

White

6. Tempermant? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

Patient, fiercely loyal, loving of her family, brave, strong

7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

With all the stuff she has had to put up with Bruce, there is no way Helen
is mentally secure. It has really taken a toll on her. She has been so outwardly 
strong for so long, but never had the opportunity to break down. 
8. Social & Economic Status? 

Respected, and not well off but not struggling.

9. Environment & Geographic Location?

Pennsylvania. 

10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

Varied

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

Varies, and not really for Helen. We see Helen through Alison's eyes, but the 
story focuses on Alison and Bruce's relationship. 

12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

Oh definitely. In my group's opinion, Helen is the most tragic character in all
of Fun Home. She has be so so strong to protect her children for such a long time.
She accepted her daughter when she came out. She stayed with her straying 
husband for years to protect her family, and Bruce for that matter. If she rejected him,
the entire town would have turned against him. She gave up love for him. 
The first time Helen ever did anything for herself was when she asked for a divorce. 
And when she did, Bruce killed himself, leaving Helen to comfort her daughter 
who felt responsible. How is Helen ever supposed to find closure after that?
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Name:
Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text:

Character Name: John Bechdel

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existance in this environment ?

He's just a kid. He is motivated by his family, going to school and on adventures

2. Gender? Male

3. Age? 6 or so

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

We don't know much about him. I picture John looking like a younger version of 
Justin Snyder: short, dark brown hair, bouncy, full of life.
5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

White

6. Tempermant? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

Youthful, full of energy, spirited

7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

No concerns

8. Social & Economic Status? 

Family is not well off, but not poor either

9. Environment & Geographic Location?

Pennsylvania.

10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

Varied

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

Late 60s, early 70s. Not significant for John.

12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

Not really
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Name:
Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text:

Character Name: Christian Bechdel.

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existance in this environment ?

He's just a kid. Much like his brother, he is just living his best life: going on
adventures, going to school, etc. 
2. Gender? Male

3. Age? 11-12

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

I imagine he looks a lot like John, but older and a little more mature.

5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

White

6. Tempermant? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

Still a kid. He's happy, living his best life, ready for adventures.

7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

All good here.

8. Social & Economic Status? 

Not well off, but not poor either.

9. Environment & Geographic Location?

Pennsylvania

10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

Varies

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

late 60s, early 70s. 

12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

Nope. Nothing significant.
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Name:
Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text:

Character Name: Joan/other half of The Susan Dey

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existance in this environment ?

Joan is just living her best life. She's a college student intent on discovering herself, 
fighting for what she believes in, and meeting people and making connections.
2. Gender? Female

3. Age? 18-19

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

Nothing specific, but I imagine pretty, slender, short hair

5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

Never defined, but in my head she's white.

6. Tempermant? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

Kind, caring, loving, independent, confident

7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

She's very sure of herself and confident, so I think she's healthy on all levels. 

8. Social & Economic Status? 

Never specified, but well liked and respected

9. Environment & Geographic Location?

Oberlin College in Ohio.

10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

Varied, but during the school year.

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

Late 70s. Not significant for her.

12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

She meets Alison, and they start dating. 

Note about Joan also playing Susan Deys: In Alison's fantasy, she wants 
everything to be alright. I think it's not a mistake that Medium Alison and Joan, happy 
and having fun, are part of that fantasy. Young Alison wants her future self to be exactly
who she is, and not afraid or ashamed. 
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Name:
Date:

Character Analysis
Title of Text:

Character Name: Roy/Mark/Pete/Bobby Jeremy

1. What motivates this individual to sustain a life or existance in this environment ?

Each character has a different motivation, but they serve the purpose of 
illustrating Bruce's interest in men.
2. Gender? Male

3. Age? Younger than 30

4. Physicality? What does  the playwright say? What are your perceptions?

Nothing specifically mentioned, but probably attractive to a degree. 

5.  Race or Ethnic Heritage?

Not important. In my head, they are white, since that was what their pictures
looked like in Fun Home, graphic novel verson.
6. Tempermant? (Mannerisms, Personality, Habits etc.)

Easy going, trusting

7. Heredity & Mental & Physical Health?

Nothing mentioned.

8. Social & Economic Status? 

Not important. 

9. Environment & Geographic Location?

Pennsylvania and TV.

10. Time of Year or  Season? Time of Day?

Varied

11. Time Period? Is there a Historical Significance to this Text?

60s & 70s. 

12. Is there a great change that happens TO this character or WITH IN this character?

Nothing significant. 


