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PERSONAL REACTION

How does this play resonate in your world now?

Rachel, if we’re going to be honest, I don’t really know how the play  resonates in our

world today. There are some plays that are purely entertainment, and this is definitely one of

them. I was trying to find a dynamic character, but all of them are pretty static, and don’t

really learn anything. Dorante lies throughout the entire play, but then gets rewarded for it

by still ending up with Lucrece. It’s not a particularly feminist play, either. While Clarice and

Lucrece dream of running away, their lives are dictated by what the men in their lives decide

for them. Even if they were to run away, how would they support themselves? It’s not like

they can just get a job at the grocery store. I’ve been trying very hard to find something deep

in the play, and I have come up with nothing. It’s okay that this one isn’t especially thought

provoking. It’s okay to just have a fun play every once in a while.

What 5 moments leap to mind a day after reading the play? Why?

1. Cliton’s opening monologue. It jumps to my head because I find it a little campy. It’s

very different from any other opener I’ve ever encountered before.

2. The fake sword fight. This is simply hilarious, and I think it will play out quite

hilarious onstage. It’s just so outrageous.

3. Isabelle/Sabine mix ups: These kinds of scenarios always frustrate me, because so

much could be accomplished if they just ACTUALLY CALLED PEOPLE BY THEIR

NAMES WHEN THEY TALK TO THEM. Then, they would find out that they have

the name wrong, and everything would be solved! Of course, that takes away the main

plot of the story, but I digress.

4. Dorante fooling his father. This scene is wild because Geronte is just so gullible.

Dorante is clearly lying to him, but he continues to believe him anyway, no matter

what Dorante says! It’s alarming of how believing Geronte is.

5. The ending scene. It really reminds me of Noises Off!, which is one of my favorite

comedies. So many things just come out of the woodwork, and it’s just surprise after

surprise after surprise.

Does this play resonate with something in your personal life now?

Not directly my personal life, but I’m taking this HIST 102 class that is focused on the

cultural history of Europe, and it’s really fascinating to take what I learned in there about



17th century France and apply it to The Liar. I knew this class was going to be helpful, but I

didn’t know it would be this helpful so soon!

As an audience member what would excite you the most?

As an audience member, I would be most excited about how fun it is. It’s one of those

shows where you can leave your troubles at the door, and focus on the hilarity of

miscommunication.

As an audience member what would confuse/ upset/ disturb you the most?

I am very upset about the casual use of “bipolar” and “schizo.” It’s shocking that even

7 years ago, David Ives couldn’t have come up with a better word. Honestly, it really turned

me off from the play. I would hope that a director would take the liberty to change those two

words, and find something less offensive and more accurate.

As a designer what excites you the most about this play?

Definitely the period costumes. I kind of wish it was the 18th or 19th century, because

I quite like those eras of fashion, but I am still looking forward to taking those styles and

adding in some color. Max and I started talking about color already, and we decided that the

set will have toned down colors so the costumes can really stand out. I’m excited to see how

the design turns out.

ANALYSING THE PLAY

What is the Stasis at the beginning of the play?

We start with Cliton inviting us into the world of Paris, 1643. We are thrown into a

world of high society and class, with a regular servant looking for a regular job.

What is the Intrusion (inciting incident) on this Stasis that sets forces in motion?

Dorante enters, and suddenly the play begins. Dorante is prone to lying all the time,

and Cliton can tell nothing but the truth. Immediately we are spinning down the rabbit hole,

as he lies to Clarice and Lucrece, and then Aclippe and Philiste.

What is the play’s unique factor? (Why set it this day rather than another?)

In modern days, it is unique because it is set in 1643, but at the time, it was simply a

play of the time.



What is the Climax (when the major forces of conflict have at each other)?

The Climax begins when Dorante proposes to Clarice, thinking it is her name is

Lucrece, and the true names of the characters are revealed, and everything simultaneously

falls apart and comes together.

Does the play return to a stasis, if so, discuss. Is it a new stasis?

It returns to a new stasis, one where everyone has found a love in each other, and

everyone knows each other’s actual names.

What is the purpose of the Title?

The title is pretty self-explanatory. On multiple occasions, various people are accused

of being “the liar,” so it is pretty fitting that that would be the title.

What is the Period?

The period is 1643: Paris, France. It is right when France shifts monarchs from Louis

XIII to Louis XIV. We are smack-dab in the midst of Absolutist rule and Baroque, where the

King was the primary ruler. Baroque also includes Neoclassicism, where the upper classes

were obsessed with Greek and Roman influences. Absolutism is a direct reaction to the chaos

of the religious wars, and the general disorder that ended the Middle Ages. Everyone needed

a stasis to returned to, and Absolutism was the only real answer, since Religion was a little

unreliable at the time.

Its Relevance, both to us, and to an audience when it was written?

I’m not sure of its relevance to us, but it would have been a direct reflection of

audience. The play was written in 1644, so it was just taking the upper class life and making

it funny.

What is the Locale?

Paris, France.

Its Relevance?

Paris was the center of Europe starting in the 17th century. They were really the

model for every other area. It makes sense that a playwright would focus on Paris.

What background information contributes to our understanding of the play?

-the author and his other works

Pierre Corneille: Corneille was one of the great french dramatists of the 17th century,

along with Moliere and Racine. He published a ton of plays. His comedies mostly  focused on

heightening the language and manners of the fashionable Parisian society.



David Ives: Ives is an american playwright, screenwriter, and novelist best known for

his one-act comedies. He also has translated many 17th and 18th century french plays.

-For every play from a time and place other than ours, consider what the original

audience thought and felt about the world portrayed in the play. Remember the

playwright is writing for a specific audience in his/her time. Why does he/she set the play

in another time or place, if he does?

Corneille was writing to reflect his audience. It was very popular at the time to put

the high society up onstage, and almost make fun of them.

Form and Structure.

What is the form of this play?  Episodic? Well made play? Aristotelian?    Research its form

and see what insights about the play’s structure come forward, does the play stick to a classic

form? Where does it diverge? Why?

This play is definitely linear, with every scene flowing into the events of the next

scene. The play takes place over two days, and each scene brings us the action of the world in

that time.

What do I need to to go research in more depth?

I need to do some more research on men’s clothing in 17th century. I think I have a

pretty good grasp on women’s clothing, but I need some more details about what cavaliers

wore.


